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Queft. 1. 


Book bas lately vifited the World with 
this Title, The Hiftory of the ATHE- 
NIAN SOCIETY, by a Gentleman who 
got fecret Intelligence of their whole Proceedings, &c: pray 
give me your Opinion of it? = 

An(w. As we have already publickly difown’d our 
Content to any fuch Hiftory, or fo much as our Kyow- 
ledge of it till twas almolt printed, fo we are not at all 
oblig’d to concern our felves further about it ; but fince 
by reafon of this Hiftory, fome other paflages 
whereby we have oppos’d the impious and Atheiftical 
Affertions of fome perfons, we are ftyl'd malicion, 
jznorant, impudent Blockbeads, thar we know nothing of the 
Tongues but what we fteal, That we are Sonsof Whores, if 
&c. and iuch like feandalous Treatment ; we hear that 
the Author of the {aid Hiftory will next week fully con- 
fider thefe things. 

Queft. 2. Adam before his Fall being ina State of Immor- 
tality (as mos bold) and fleep being an Emblem of Death, 
bow cou'd be, being in that State, fleep ; and fo found, as that 
a Rib could be taken from him, wubout bis being fenfible 
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of it ? 

a Sleep is properly call’d an Emblem of Death 
in fome limited Sences, but the want of a proper di- 
ftinétion might probably be the occafion of the Querifts 
Error, for no one ever pretended that Sleep and Death 
had any refemblance in their full and proper Effects, 
=. Corruption, and refrefoment, for thefe are quite con- 
trary, and “tis tothe firit of thele that Adams Immor- 
tality is oppos’d, and not to the laft, which is rather 
Kmblematical of it. As to the latter part, How cou’d 
Adan be fo found afleep, that a Rib cou'd be tzken from him 
wirhout bis being feafble of it? We anfwer, the Scripture 
is exprets that ic was fo; and we may very _reafona- 
bly believe ic wis 19 hard cask for him to effect, that 
cou'd make a Man out of Dult, nay, that cou’d make 
the World out of Nothing. And now to examine the 
Achei'ts Antwer co this Queftion, whole advance- 
ments muft b2 very fine, or themfelves very immoral, 
to condemn every body eife ; firft, they will have this 
Ad to be a Drama (a comical Vifion) and nothing real ; 
which befides the incongruity of a deep fleep (as in the 
Text ) puts a Nonfence upon the Context, tor Adzm 
{aid when he was awake, This is Bone of my Bone, and 
Flefh of nay Flefh ; and a little after, For this Caule fhall a 
Min leave bis Father, 8c. from which places ‘tis plain 
that Adam was in the fame Vifion (ifa Vifion) borh a- 
fleep and awake: So that if theie mens Confe- 
quence is good, we fhall have the whole Hiftory ofthe 
Creation, nay the whole Bible ic felt to be Vifionary, 
ora Dramina, and conlequeatly a defpicable filly ching, 
and to render it fo, many eof their Papers bid very 
fair. 
Quelt. 3. Whether there is {uch a particular Period fet to 
the Life of every particular man, as that he cannot in the courfe 
of Nature go beyond [uch a number of years, months, or days ; 
and that he all fulfill {uch a sine. notwithftanding any 
danzers of Cafualties he may eng+ge withal ? 

An(w. There has been many Authors which have 
controverted this Cafe. The two principal Texts 
brought by fuch as hold the Affirmative, are chat of 
fob, Thou hast appointed his bounds, beyond which he cannot 
pafr; andthe other is that paflage of our Saviour, My 
hour is ror yet come. The meaning of the firft appearsto 
us, That God has fentenc’d Mankind to Mortality for 
the difobedcience of Adam, and has fo laid the Chain of 
Caufes, that Man fhall not outlive the bounds (ordina- 
rily) ot 70 years, or a few more, becaufe of the con- 
veniency of the World, and the fucceflion of Generati- 
ons. As for the fecond, our Saviour being both God 
and Man, very well knew the Confpiracy, time and 


manner of his Death, with every preceding Circum- 
ftance that wou'd concurr therewitn, and therefore he 
might properly fay bis hour was not yet come, before that 
time. Common Experience fhows that the ‘Temperate 
live long and healthful,when the intemperate dye quick- 
ly ; now for a Man to fay that God ordainsthemeans and 
the end, is to fay that God is the Author of Sin; if fo, 
Murders, Rapine, Violence, Cheats, and all wickedne@ 
whatever, have a fafe retreat, to wit, a Neceflity, that 

it cou'd not be avoided, and iffo, tarewell Rewards an& 
Punifhments, Heaven and Hel], nay the very Exiftence 

ofa Divine Being. 

_ Quett. 4. Pray what may be the occafion of many fuppofiti- 
tious writings attributed to the Apoftles and Fathers, fo often 
mention d by Du-pin, and Dr. Cave ? 

Anjw. We need not goany further than the three laft 
Reigns, to find Jetuites in every Dreis and Religion, 
which had been brought up at Se. Omers, and had us'd 
themfelves to difpute for fuch particular Sects: we fa’ 
we need go no further to find many enthufiaftical ana 
{trange Notions introduc'd amongit, otherwifle very ho- 
neft and wel) meaning Chriftians, which can't properly 
be faid to belong to any originally but the Jefuits, who 
had other ends in it too long to mention here: Thus 
thefe Pie fraudes, thefe holy Cheats, introduc’ in the 
Chriftian Religion in the Primitive Ages, were brought 
to pals by perfons of acontrary intereft and perfwafion, 
who under pretence of jerving Chriftianity, ufed thele 
diabolical Stratagems as the moft fecure and fecret me- 
thod to bring Chriftianity into contempt, and Cuftom 
among{t the weaker fort, foon authoriz’d ‘em, and 
ftampt Divinity upon ’em by an unwary Zeal. 

Queft. 5. Having lent feveral Queslions to a Friend, and 
receiving no An{wer, I defire to know whether I'd not ev'n 
as well (uper{crib'd another Letter ¢1s 7576 76 navororov, & 
to the Author of de ventre infpiciendo, and his Spantfh Dz- 
dicator ? 

Anfw. If you ask'd for Reafon, Honour, or Religion, 
you mils your Man,but try again, and choofe a fit Subject, 
as Facobiti{m, Achei(m, Buffooneri{m, Wittici{m, or Grinni|m, 
youl be remember’d with a Latin Encomium, and your 
Health drank into the bargain in hummiog Jus Ni- 
grum. 

Queft. 6. The Diameter of a Circle and Area of a Segment 
being given, to find the ¥er{ed Sign. 

Queft. 7. The Area of an Oblique angled plain Triangle, 
difference of the fides and the difference of the Segments of the 
Bafe being given, a Theorem is required to find the Bafe. 

Anjw. We defign this day fortnight to Anfwer thefe 
2 Queftions with about 10 more by us altogether, which 
for their Curiofity we hope won't bea little tatisfacto- 
ry toallreal Lovers of the Mathematick Art. 

Queft. 8. In the 1 Cor. 7. 36,375 38. St. Paul fays, if 
any man think that he behaves himfelf uncomely towards bis 
Virgin, if fhe pafs the Flower of her Age, and need fo re- 
quire, let him do what he will he finneth not ; let them mar- 
ry: Neverthele(s he that ftandeth ftedfaft in his Heart, 
baving no neceffity, but bath power over his own Will, and 
hath fo decreed in his Heart, that he will keep his Virgin, 
doth well: Sothen he that gives her in Marriage doth well, 
but he that gives ber not in Marriage doth better: I defire 
You t0 inform me, what you think was St. Paul's true intent 
and meaning by thefe words, and likewife an Explanation of 
them ? 

An{w. The Cuftom of betrothing and putting away 
continued to the Apoftles days ; the Parties lived toge- 
ther a long interval before Marriage, which fometimes 
ended ina great Belly, or fometimes no Marriage at 
all, vid. Fox 20. 8,9, 10,11. it was fubjeét to Rules 
and Time ; which ifthe Man thought it too ftrit upon 
his Tryal, or coo long for him and his Virgin to conti- 
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nue in that condition of Contract ; or if the thought it 
difreputable, becaufe the was paft the Years then in 
Vogue ; ( for Virginity was a Reproach to that Nation 
upon many accounts, being bewail'd by them) or if 
any other urgent occafion on his fide did prefs him, he 
might put her away to avoid fcandal, or marry her, 
or fhe might contieue with him longer, he finn’d not 
do which way he pleas’d, rather than burn let them mar- 
ry, be the Times never {0 perillous. . But if che Man can 
keep his Refolution,command his Paffion,and will be firm 
to his Promife or Contra with his Virgin, thd he do 
not marry her till the Times mended ; and if the his 
Virgin, be likewife content to remain with him, this 
Man doth better confidering the Circumftances of the 
Times the Apoftle was {peaking of. There are two o- 
ther Interpretations much to the fame purpofe : The 
firft is of che Greek Scholiafts, and others ; if any [Fa- 
ther hath, becaufe of the perillous times kept his Vir- 
gin, é.e. his Daughter unmarried, till the be paft the 
Flower of her Age, i.e. till fhe be well ftricken in years, 
and thinks it a difhonour to her to keep her any longer 
in that Virgin State, let him marry her to a Husbaiid, 
he doth not fin in fo doing ; but he who keeps his Re- 
folution not to involve his Family in the troubles of 
the World in fuch diffcule Times, and is uncer no ne- 
ceffity, it being in the Fathers power to difpole, or not 
difpote of his Daughter in Marriage as he pleafes, fuch 
an one the Apoftle thinks does better. The other In- 
terpretation is of our excellent Dr. Hammond, of a Man 
betrothed, but not married to a Virgin, that is well 
grown in years, and it is look’d on asunfeemly, inex- 
pedient, and undecent to continue in that ftate any lon- 
ger, and need fo require ; or as the Kings Manuicript 
reads it, gc. it behoves that this be done, let him 
Marry: but if the Mans Refolutions continue firm, and 
his betrothed Virgin be not content to abide fingle tll 
the Times of Perfecution be over, this is the more com- 
mendable Refolution. 

Queft. 9. Ifthe Dutch, our Friends had fo confiderable a 
Sum for their Charge in bringing over the Prince of Orange, 
our prefent Gracious King, what may we expect the French 
King, our Enemy, will demand if he fhould fertle King James 
on the Throne of England again, confidering the maintain- 
ing him and the War upon his Account thefe 3 or 4 years last 
paft, and whether the Nation will ever be able to pay the In- 
tereft of uch a Sum; and if not, what mufk we expect from 
the French King? 

Anfw. The French King would quit all his Charge 


he has been at, if he could procure a peace with the - 


Confederates, but he is not fo fencelefs as che Facobites, 
to think of re-inthroning the late King Fames. He 
perhaps may be at fome Charge to fend fome over 
with him to be rid of him: But ‘tis nota few difcon- 
tented perfons can alter a Government, where a Go- 
vernment has not difobliged the whole Nation : If 
the Laws had been difpenied with, Free-hold Colled- 
@es feized, Judges contrary to Law placed over us, 
our Enemies made our Military and Naval Comman- 
ders, who were advanced becaufe they would Dra- 
goon us: If there was no Liberty or Property but 
what was difpenfible at the Will and Pleafure of an 
Arbitrary Tyrant, then People would be difpofed to 
run to a Deliverer, but never toa Man as never knew 
now to keep his Speeches, Proclamations, Promifes, 
or Oath: And fince he has been under the Tutorage 
of the French King, he can hardly learn the Are of 
keeping his word. ’Tis notto be taught in the French 
Court, therefore its the ill ufagea People find from a 
Government, not the difcontents of a few, thd Great 
Men, that are crofled in their pretenfions, that difpofes 
a People againfta Government: —— And if fo, there's 
no Englifo man in his Witscan either fear or hope for 
fuch an Expenfive and dangerous Revolution, or in the 
leaft oe towards it. 


Queft. 10. Gentlemen, Very lately Iwas told 
of «a ftrange Fancy, which upon obfervation I 
find true ; thar is, The Jacobites have agreed, 
for a adiftinguifhing Mark to wear their Hats 


dented in on the fide of tbe Crown, which feems 
to me as if their Heads were beatenin on the fame 
place by fome violent blow, which makes them wear 
their Hats according to the Form of their Heads: 
Now my Queftion 1, Whether you think they 
did not receive this Dent from a Knock in the 
Cradle, feeing all their Attions do declare agreat 
Weakne/s of the Head? 

Anfw. Some think it was ufed as the beft 
way to take off a fafhionable low-prized 
Frenco Hat, when it begins to be weak in 
the Brims: Others affirm, That the Frexch 
King has Vowed never to put offhis Hur, 
until he has reftored his Allies, the Jurk, &c. 
and to fhew his unwearied diligence in this 
thing, he fleeps in his Hat, which is thereby 
dented ‘with his Pillow 5 Regis ad Exemplum, 
the French take off their Hats to caufe a 
dent in the Crown like their Kings, as alfo 
their brother $acobites here: but the more 
ferious Coxcombs of that Kidney quote Scri- 
pture for this Metaphorical Difcrimination, 
out of the Lamentations of Feremtab, The 
Crown ws fallen from cur Head, and woto us thas 
we finned; and therefore in imitation of their 
Mafters fallen Crown they f24 or dent their 
Hats. 


We have in this Paper, according to our Proinife, 
anfwerd all the Queltions mention’d in our 
two laft Mercuries, and refolve to continne 
an{wering all Queftions whatever, that {o wemay 
render our Undertaking perfett. 


(3 This is to acquaint that Gentleman who writ the 
History of the Athenian Society, that his Letter which 
fo well charaéterizes thoie perfons who mifrepre- 
fented him, fhall acccording to his defire be infert- 
ed in our next Mercury. 


*.* The Poetical Mercury will be publitht Tne/day 
May 24th. 


Andvertifements, 


[ti The Double Defcent,a Poem, Price 6. d. 
sr He Good Old Caufe: Or the Divine 
Captain Characteriz’d. Ina Sermon 
not preach‘d, nor needful to be preach’d in 
any place fo properly as in a Camp. By 
Edmund Hickeringsll Rector of the Rectory 
of Al Saints in Colchefter, Both Printed for ¥. 
Danton at the Raven in the Poultrey. 
oy Having bought of the late Undertaker @f the/¥orks 
of the Learned his right to a Monthly Journal of Books, 
the faid Journal will be now carried on by a London Dj- 
vine, (under the Title of The compleat Library, or News for 
the Ingenieus, &) who will continue it monshly, begin- 
ning with this prefent May..—This Journal is to confilt of 
9 Sheets, 3 whereof will be allorted tor or:zinal Pieces, 
the other 4 for Hitorical Accounts of the choiceft Books 
printed in England, and inthe Foreign Journals, and the 
remaining 2 are to contain Notes on the memorable paf- 
{ages happening monthly, as alfo the State of Learning 
in the World ; this will be the Authors conftant method, 
which he is obliged to profecute for fevera! jult and 
weighty reafons, gc. — At the end of every fix months 
there will be added to this New Journal 2 Alhaberical 
Tables, one of the Books, and the other of the Matters.— 
In the firft FOURNAL will be inferted an Origizzt Piece 
concerning the integrity and purity of the Hebrew Bible, 


LONDON, Printed for Journ unto at the Raven inthe Poultrey, a4 92. 
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